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TMTRP. (CLAIMS: 




Please amend Claims 1-27 as indicated below. The following is a complete 
listing of claims and replaces aU prior versions and listings of claims in the present appUcation: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A communication apparatus comprising: 
a multi-address transmission niLdUb for cjiccuting unit, wb;ch is adaptecj tQ 
execute a ring type multi-address transmission in a group of [[the]] communication apparatuses; 
and 

g determination me<u*s for making iiriit- which is adanted to make a 
determination as to w pe i.iryhvg o f tlic whether a ring type multi-address transmission is specified, 

wherein, when the ring type midti-address transmission is specified, said 
multi-address transmission [[means]] nnit memory-receives r e c e ived data receive^ by said 
r ^mTn^ication apparatus and transmits the memoiy-recerved data to a next station afta' the data 
ih Acmally printed o ut based on a print-ont iTistmction issued according t o a manual actuation of 
an operator . 



Claim 2 (currently amended): A communication apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said multi-address transmission [[means]] unit transmits the memoty-received data to 
the next station based on a specification firom [[an]] ^ operator. 



Claim 3 (currentiy amended): A communication apparatus according to claim 



3- 
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1 or 2, wherein said multi-address txaDsmission [[means]] umt transmits the memory-received 
data to the next station after the data is printed out, based on a specification from the operator. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A communication apparatus according to any 
one of claims 1 to 2, wherein said multi-address transmission [[means]] unjl includes a selection 
me c m&f u i ^Icaiu^ unit, which selects , based on a specification fiom the operator, transmission 
of the memory-received data to the next statio uralteimtivcly or transmission of the memory- 
received data to the next station after the data is printed out. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A communication apparatus designed to 
perform a ring type multi-address transmission by transferring received data to a next station, 
comprising: 

a receiving mcdus for receiving unit^ which is adapted to receive data sent by 
[[the]] a multi-address transmission; 

^ ^^ injr'.ti i Mn m f> ./ iii< L fft r «e.1e.ftt in g ti Ai^isfef/n o n- tr ansfc r an instruction unit which is 
adapted to issue an instruction on a transfer of the received data to the next station based on 
ins tr uc t i o n fiom a user ; and 

S transferring means fui Ij Aiisfciring mu't which is adapted to transfer the 
received data to the next station if the transfer to the next station is selected based on the 
instmction Hum the user hy sairl ingtnictinn nnit^ 

wherein said transferring [[means]] unit forcibly transfers the received data to 



PAGE 7/23 ' RCVD AT 2/12/2004 6:47:1 1 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:^ 



02/12^04 IS: 46 FAX 212 21« 2155 FITZPATRICK NY (21008 




the next station if the hau^f.i lu Oil ii . xL .UioM in au m i. a . a . d i .U lu f ui a . pLt iH L J p uin H h y 
Lu_|.n i li iiii n I I ^^ ^..t^nnhv said instruction unit is T.otissi.er1withiii a pi^etei^^ 

period of time - 

Claim 6 (cuircntly amended): A comiuunication apparatus according to claim 

5, further comprising: 

a.displaying mum fui dl&plii>iiig prcbcuLJabbUifcc unit, whiph adapted to 

display a presence or an absence of the received data; 

a storing iiieana fo r s tormg unit which is adapted to stoxe the received data; 

and 

a printing means fo r pvintlng nm't^ whic h is adapted to print the stored data, 

wherein, 

if data sent by [[the]] a multi-address transmission is received, said storing 
[[means]] imit stores a time of reception thereof, and said displaying [[means]] unit displays the 
presence of the received data, and 

S^d printing unit forcibly prints the received data if the li an^ fei' to the next 
stati o n is in an uos c l c cted state for a spcuiQed pciiod by iu!>U nctien fr o m tlic user, said printing 
means fa i n i hly prinffl the rece i v e d data instruction bv said instruction unit i s not issued within a 
specified period of time . 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A communication apparatus according to claim 
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5 or 6, further comprising: 

a startiBg m c ciusfui starting th e imit. whiph adapted to sto^U multi-address 

transmission; and 

a registration mc^xj, fui i i s.&ifltcring unit, which is adapted to register data 
regarding the next station. 




Claim 8 (currently amended): A communication apparatus according to claim 

6, jfiirther comprising: 

rm^ni'iincTTT^ft m ^ 'i "^'^i"^ niii i jinflfc rr e^ tmit, which is adaptedto erase the 

received data from [[the]] said storing [[means]] imit if [[the]] transfer of the received data is 



normally finished. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A communication apparatus according to any 
one of claims 6 and 8, wherein said printing [[means]] unit prints [[the]] a reception of the 
received data sent by the multi-address transmission and [[the]] a transfer of the received data to 
the next station simtdtanctmdy when executing the forcible forcibly printing [[ofj] the received 
data. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A communication method comprising the steps 

of: 

executing a ring type multi-address transmission in a group of [[the]] 

-6- 
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communication apparatuses; and 

making 3 determination as to bpcufyiug uflLe whet^iera ring type 

multi-address transmission is spccifie_d, 

wherein, when the ring type multi-address transmission is specified, said 
multi-address transmission step mLm u i>-AC^ci ' vu>iCccivcd includes memory-repeivins data and 
transmits transmitting the memory-received data to a next station ^( iu Oic d^a is actua l ly printe d 
rmf hfl..;ed nn a print-out instruction issued accordin g to a manual actuation of an operator . 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A communication method according to clahn 
10, wherein said step of executing a ring type multi-address transmission step Uammits wcludes 
transmitting the memory-received data to the next station based on a specification from [[an]} flie 
operator. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A communication method according to claim 
10 or 11 , wherein said step of executing a ring type multi-address transmission step transmits 
includes transmitting the memory-received data to the next station after the data is printed out, 
based on a specification from the operator. 



Claim 13 (currently amended): A communication method according to any one 
of claims 10 to 1 1, wherein said step of executing a ring type multi-address transmission [[step]] 
includes a selection step of selecting, based on a specification from the operator, transmission of 

-7. 
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the memory-received data to the n«t statio ii, al L uu^ Q ^ay oi transmission of the memory- 
received data to the next station after the data is printed out 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A communication method designed to perform 
/ a ring type multi-address transmission by transferring received data to a next station, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving data sent by [[the]] a multi-address transmission; 
bd uL lmg U - aii^u/jiun^Uou^rcr issuing an instruction on a transfer; of the 
received data to the next station based o n inA ,U uLliun Ji ' om a use r; and 

transferring the received data to the next station if the transfer to the next 
station is selected based on the instruction from the use r, 

wherein said transferring step includes forcibly transfers transfCTring the 
received data to the next station if the U - ansfer t o tli e nex t station is m an m^.du.tul &Ute for a 
^ P ^i^if ^ ^ A p .-i'ir tf 4 y ^ y ^i i^t i M Fti 'm i Hi ' i iii t1 i e. MRC T mstmction is not i s sued within a predetermined 
period of time . 

Claim 15 (currentiy amended): A commimication method according to claim 
14, fiirther comprising the steps of: 

displaying piebcucfc/abscncc a presence or an absence of the received data; 
storing the received data; and 
printing the stored data, wherein^^ 

-8- 
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if data sent by [[the]] a multi-address transmission is received, said storing step 
steres inH^ide. storing a time of reception thereof; and s^id aUi ^ la^ii^ U^ p di s play. M presence 
of the received data is displayed in said displaying step, and 

iftiic U - ansfci Lu ih^ ulaI oLaQun i^ m an ixiLiLLulul i>Utc f oi a ^p^incd paied 
b yiiibUOL l iuu n a m llic u ^a - . s aid printing step includes forcibly prints is^Hg the received data 
the instruction is not is sued within a specified peripd of time. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A communication method according to claim 
14 or 1 5, further comprising the steps of: 

starting [[the]} a multi-address transmission; and 
registering data regarding the next station. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A coramunication method according to claim 
[[14]] 15, fuitber comprising the step of: 

erasing the tr ansfe rr ed received data stored in [[the]] sMd storing step if [[the]] 
transfer of the received data is noimally finished- 
Claim 18 (currently amended): A communication method according to any one 
of claims 15 and 17, wherein said printing step p rints the includes printing a reception of the 
received data sent by the multi-address transmission and [[the]] a transfer of the received data to 
the next station simulLan e o tts^y when executing tli c f or cib l e forcibly printing [[of]] the received 

-9- 
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data. 



Claim 19 (cunently amended): A storage medium to^torc storing 
program for IT ' ntinn nF imnlementine a communication method cotnprising^Jiiie^ 

the method comprises the steps of: 
T^. executing a ring type multi-address transmission in a group of [[the]] 

\) ^ conmiunication apparatuses; and 
^ making a determination as to bpu^ifying o f th e whetheya ring type 

multi-address transmission is specified, 

wherein, when ttie ring, type multi-address transmission is specified, said ste^ 
of executing a ring type multi-address transmission ■>te ,p mcmo T y-iu^LlvcA i - ccci\ ' &d in cludes 
memory-receiving data and t ransmits transmitting the memory-received data to a next station 

|, ^ ]y . , i^t., ?e ^rh i J i Uy | ii h i iiA ^wt based on a print-out inst r uction issued according to a manual 
actuation of an operator . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 1 9> 
wherein said step of executing a ring type multi-address transmission yLcp UAiisinits m^ludes 
transmittin_g the memory-received data to the next station based on a specification from [[an]) ±e 
operator. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): A storage mediimi according to claim 19 or 20, 

-10- 
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Wherein said of ^ennring aritigtvpe multi-address transmission stetJ Uammils includes 
traTisinitting the memory^ieceived data to the next station after the data is printed out, based on a 
specification from the operator. 

Claim 22 (currently amaided): A storage medium according to any one of 
claims 19 ter^ and 20. wherdn said «tpp nf eYecutjng a ring type multi-address transmission 
[[step]] includes a selection step of selecting, based on a specification ftom the operator, 
transmission of the memory-received data to the next statio n, dlL u udtivaly fistfansmission of the 
memoiy-received data to the next station after the data is printed out 

Claim 23 (cunently amended): A storage medimn storing a computer program 
fnr implementiTip a method designed to perform ring type multi-address transmission by 
transferring received data to a next station, coiJiipii&ing wherein the method comprises the steps 
of: 

receiving data sent by [[the]] a multi-address transmission; 
y, . 1 . ■ n jn t cfi I /i i An- tr ju i Bfr riRsniTi ^ an infitmction O n atransfer ofihe 
received data to the next station based on lu&Uui^tiou from a use r; and 

transferring the received data to the next station if the transfer to the next 
station is selected based on the instruction Ji om the user , 

wherein said transferring step tnchides forcibly tr ansfe rs transferring the 
received data to the next station if the Uamfa to One next station ij iii mi unsclected state fera 

-11 - 
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bpu^ifiul yiMio i l by Imm^lioii iiuui tlic ug er tnj?m^ctiQa is not issued ^ijhm a predetermined 
period of tim_e . 

Claim 24 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 23, 
wherein the method fiirther L^uiupiLiii^ comprises the steps of: 

displaying p i c bcjicc/absencc a presence o r an absence of the received data; 
storing the received data; and 
printing the stored data, wherein^ 

if data sent by [[the]] a multi-address transmission is received, said storing step 
stores inclades storing a time of reception thereof, and a&tiJ Oi^pU^ing step dis p lays Ae presence 
of tlie received data is displayed in said dis playing step, and 

if diL UmsRr t o LLc nex t slaliun is in au misclccted sta t e f or «i t^pL c iJlul yci - iod 
by iii!>Uuc.Uou Hum tlic usu, ^ id printing step includes forcibly prints printing the received data 
if the instruction is not issued within a specified p eriod of time> 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 23 or 24, 
wherein the method further co mprisi n g ggmprises the step s of : 

starting [[the]] a multi-address transmission; and 
registering data regarding the next station. 

Claim 26 (cinrently amended): A storage medium according to claim [[23]] 

-12- 
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24. wherein the method finlher cumpiuiug comprises the step of: 

erasing the tr ansf etr c d received data stored in [[the]] said storing step if [[the]] 
transfer of the received data is normally finished. 

Claim 27 (currently amended): A storage medium according to any one of 
claims 24 [[to]] aad 26, wherein said printing step ptintj> includes printinfta reception of the 
received data sent by Ihe multi-address iransmission and [[the]] a transfer of the received data to 
the next station hUuultaiiujUoly when e Aecullug die forcible forcibly printing [[of]] the received 
data. 
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